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CURRICULUM VITAE 

MARCEL VAN DER WATT 

 

PERSONAL & CONTACT DETAILS 

Nationality:   South Africa | U.S. Permanent Resident 

Address:   Pretoria, South Africa  

Contact numbers:           [Cell] +27836864432; [Home] +27836535773 

Email:    marcelvanderwatt@gmail.com & vdwatm1@unisa.ac.za  

Social media:   Researchgate | LinkedIn | Twitter    

EDUCATION 

Ph.D.      University of South Africa  2013-2018  Criminal Justice 

M-Tech   University of South Africa 2008-2012 Forensic 

Investigation 

B-Tech    University of South Africa 2006  Policing 

N-Diploma  University of South Africa 2002-2006 Policing   

Higher-Certificate Damelin               2001  Business                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                      Management 

 

PROFESSIONAL | PRACTICE POSITIONS 

 2011-present  Independent Consultant 

 Research and consultancy on investigation and prosecutorial 

strategies; expert witnessing; training and awareness raising; 

CSO/NGO partnership building; subject matter expertise in 

human trafficking, smuggling of migrants, organized crime, serial 

rape and other sexual offences; hostage and suicide negotiation; 

and general criminal justice matters. 

 Clients include: The American Bar Association, United Nations 

Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), The National Prosecuting 

Authority of South Africa, The South African Police Services, 

Penguin Films, FinePix, Mapungubwe Institute for Strategic 

Reflection (MISTRA), National Association of Democratic 

Lawyers (NADEL), The Film and Publications Board (FPB), 

FISHFORCE stopGAP / Nelson Mandela University 

 

 

mailto:marcelvanderwatt@gmail.com
mailto:vdwatm1@unisa.ac.za
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2001-2011  South African Police Service (SAPS) 

 As a police officer, investigator and hostage negotiator, I worked 

in a variety of policing environments and received numerous 

awards and international recognition for my work in the field of 

counter-human trafficking. 

 Basic training (2001-2002); 

 Mount Road SAPS: Charge Office and Crime Prevention (2002); 

 Emergency Services: Flying Squad, Radio Control, Collision Unit, 

Plan drawing and photography (2002-2005); 

 Family Violence, Child Protection and Sexual Offences (FCS) 

Unit: Investigation of FCS related crimes  (2005-2008); 

 Organized Crime Unit: Investigation and multi-disciplinary 

approach to human trafficking and organized crime (2008-2009); 

 Directorate for Priority Crime Investigation/Hawks (2009-2011); 

 Hostage and Suicide Negotiation (ad hoc) (2007-2011);  

 Trainer on the Detective Learning Programme of the SAPS 

responsible for facilitating the Criminal Procedure Act, 

Management of Exhibits and Giving of Evidence (ad hoc); and 

 Accredited facilitator, assessor, and moderator (ad hoc). 

1999-2001  Cellular Industry: Pacific Telecom and Autopage Cellular 

 Customer service; 

 Sales and marketing; 

 Contract and sales administration; 

 Product specialist; and 

 Technical assistance and basic cellular repairs. 

1998   Soldier | South African National Defense Force 

 Basic military and junior leadership training for a one-year 

volunteer period (Force # 97281521BG).  

 Training included: Musketry, fieldcraft, buddy-aid, map reading, 

warfare, leadership 

 Completed the basic training course with an 83, 4 % average. 

Course number: 701ALG2 9801 
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ACADEMIC POSITIONS 

2019-present  Senior Lecturer: University of South Africa (UNISA),                                             

                                       College of Law, School of Criminal Justice, Department of Police    

                                    Practice 

2011-2019  Lecturer: University of South Africa (UNISA),                                             

                                       College of Law, School of Criminal Justice, Department of Police    

                                    Practice 

   Academic duties: 

               Teaching and learning 

 Responsible for teaching two undergraduate and one postgraduate 

criminal and forensic investigation modules; 

 Inculcate indigenous knowledge systems into teaching, training, 

and research;  

 Provide postgraduate supervision to seven (7) Masters Degree 

students in Forensic Investigations; 

 Curriculum development; 

 Implementation of Open Distance Learning (ODL) strategies; and 

 Implementation of Blended Learning strategies. 

Research 

 Production of research output units (accredited journal articles, 

book chapters, books, conference proceedings) 

Community engagement and service 

 Actively engage with communities on issues related to safety, 

security and policing; 

 Considered to be one of the foremost experts on the issue of human 

trafficking in South Africa; 

 Provide expert court testimony in cases of human trafficking and 

organized crime; 

 Print, radio and television media engagements on issues related to 

human trafficking, organized crime, violence against women and 

children, and hostage and suicide negotiation; and 

 Publish from community engagement projects where applicable. 
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Academic citizenship 

 Adhere to and promote Unisa's policies, procedures, and values in 

all official conduct; 

 Actively promote academic freedom and scientific rigor as a core 

value of academic work. 

PEER-REVIEWED ARTICLES 

Van der Watt, M. 2020. Child trafficking and children in South Africa’s sex trade: Evidence, 

undercounting and obfuscations. Child Abuse Research: A South African Journal, 21(1): 58-

82. 

Emser, M. & Van der Watt, M. 2020. #Stillnotfound: Missing children in South Africa. 

Alternation: Interdisciplinary Journal for the Study of the Arts and Humanities in Southern 

Africa, 26(1): 89-120. 

Van der Watt, M. & Kruger, B. 2017. Exploring ‘juju’ and human trafficking: Towards a 

demystified perspective and response. South African Review of Sociology, 48(2): 70-86. 

Van der Watt, M. & Van der Westhuizen, A. 2017. (Re)configuring the criminal justice 

response to human trafficking: A complex-systems perspective. Police Practice and Research: 

An International Journal, 18(3): 218-229.  

Van der Watt, M., Benson, B.C. & Labuschagne, G.N. 2015. From ‘stranger’ to ‘serial’: (Re) 

emphasising the value of docket analysis as a linkage tool in serial rape identification. Acta 

Criminologica: Southern African Journal of Criminology, 28(2):62-77. ISSN 1012-8O93. 

Van Graan, J. & Van der Watt, M. 2014. Case docket analysis: An effective crime information 

product for criminal investigators, crime analysts, and crime researchers. Acta Criminologica: 

Southern African Journal of Criminology, 27(1):144-159. ISSN 1012-8O93. 

Van der Watt, M., Van Graan, J. & Labuschagne, G. 2014. Modus operandi, signature, and 

fantasy as distinctive behavior: Fundamental considerations in the case linkage of child rape 

cases. Child Abuse Research: A South African Journal, 15(1):61-72. ISSN 1562-1383. 

Van der Watt, M & Van Graan, J. 2013. Towards the demystification of gang rape: An 

investigative analysis of a sample of closed and unsolved gang rape cases in Port Elizabeth. 

Acta Criminologica: Southern African Journal of Criminology, 26(1):106-121. ISSN 1012-

8O93. 
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Van der Watt, M. & Ovens, M. 2012. Contextualizing the practice of Ukuthwala within South 

Africa. Child Abuse Research: A South African Journal, 13(1):11-26. ISSN 1562-1383. 

BOOK CHAPTERS & FOREWORDS 

Van der Watt, M. 2020. A complex systems stratagem to combating human trafficking (pp. 

763-782). In Winterdyk, J. & Jones, J. 2019. The Palgrave International Handbook on Human 

Trafficking. New York: Palgrave Macmillan (Print ISBN: 978-3-319-63057; Living Reference 

ISBN: 978-3-319-63192-9). 

Van der Watt, M. & Kruger, B. 2020. Breaking bondages: Control methods, ‘Juju’ and human 

trafficking (pp. 935-951). In Winterdyk, J. & Jones, J. 2019. The Palgrave International 

Handbook of Human Trafficking.  New York: Palgrave Macmillan (Print ISBN: 978-3-319-

63057; Living Reference ISBN: 978-3-319-63192-9). 

Van der Watt, M. 2016. Foreword. (pp. vii-ix). In Robinson, T.M. The Symbol of No Escape. 

Cape Town: Random House (ISBN 978-1-4828-6157-0). 

Van der Watt, M. 2016. Foreword. (pp. vii-ix). In Frankel, P. Long Walk to Nowhere: Human 

Trafficking in Post-Mandela South Africa. New Jersey, USA: Transaction Press (ISBN 978-1-

4128-6283-7). 

Van der Watt, M. 2015. The Preliminary Investigation Phase (p. 159-208). In Zinn, R. & 

Dintwe, S. Forensic Investigation: Legislative Principles and Investigative Practice. Cape 

Town: JUTA (ISBN 978-0-7021-8647-9). 

Van der Watt, M. Trafficking of Women and Children in Africa. In Crime Prevention and 

Policing: An African Handbook (chapter forthcoming 2020, JUTA Law). 

BOOK REVIEWS 

Van der Watt, M. 2016. Book review of European slave trading in the Indian Ocean, 1500 – 

1850. Allen, R.B. 2014. Ohio University Press. ISBN 978-0-8214-2107-9. Journal of Human 

Trafficking, 2(4): 343-345. 

ORIGINAL ANALYSIS & OPINION PIECES  

Van der Watt, M. 2019. The toxic interplay of forced migration, trafficking in persons, and 

corruption. Police and Human Rights in Africa, Newsletter 13: 6-7. 
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Van der Watt, M. 2019. Trafficking and the corruption, collusion nexus. Mail & Guardian, 

26 July: 26. Website: https://mg.co.za/article/2019-07-26-00-trafficking-and-the-corruption-

collusion-nexus  

Van der Watt, M. 2019. Decriminalization of sex work in South Africa will only bring more 

harm. Daily Maverick, 17 April. Website: https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/opinionista/2019-

04-17-decriminalisation-of-sex-work-in-south-africa-will-only-bring-more-misery/   

Van der Watt, M. & Burger, J. 2018. The perplexities of human trafficking in South Africa. 

ISS Today, 30 November. Website: https://issafrica.org/iss-today/the-perplexities-of-human-

trafficking-in-south-africa (Republished in the Daily Maverick). 

Van der Watt, M. 2017. Combating Modern Day Slavery. Just Stories (Social Justice, 

Economic Justice) - Blog, 6 March, Website: http://juststories.live/  

Van der Watt, M. 2015. Human trafficking in South Africa: an elusive statistical nightmare. 

The Conversation (Politics & Society), 16 July. Website: https://theconversation.com/human-

trafficking-in-south-africa-an-elusive-statistical-nightmare-43949 (Multiple republications 

including The Star, Timeslive, News24, and eNCA). 

Van der Watt, M. 2014. Efforts to dignify SA sex trade: A discourse on decriminalization of 

prostitution cannot be divorced from the plethora of issues SA has to deal with. Pretoria News, 

4 December: 10.  

Van der Watt, M. 2014. Towards a complex-systems understanding for combating human 

trafficking. Cancer InCytes Magazine: Cancer Research and Social Justice (Culture, Policy 

and Law Enforcement), Summer, Volume 3: Issue 1. Website: 

http://www.cancerincytes.org/#!towards-a-complex-systems-understanding-/c1k1p  

Van der Watt, M. 2012-2015. Gateway News: ‘Light in the Darkness: Reflections on Crime 

and Justice’ (31 opinion pieces published in a monthly column www.gatewaynews.co.za) 

Van der Watt, M. & Horn, J. 2011. Synopsis of Media Monitoring Africa’s initiative on human 

trafficking. South African Professional Society on the Abuse of Children (SAPSAC) 

newsletter, Volume 13 (2). 

Fritz, E. & Van der Watt, M. 2011. Contribution to the issue of human trafficking in the South 

African Professional Society on the Abuse of Children (SAPSAC) newsletter, Volume 13 (1). 

ISSN: 1608-3997.  

https://mg.co.za/article/2019-07-26-00-trafficking-and-the-corruption-collusion-nexus
https://mg.co.za/article/2019-07-26-00-trafficking-and-the-corruption-collusion-nexus
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/opinionista/2019-04-17-decriminalisation-of-sex-work-in-south-africa-will-only-bring-more-misery/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/opinionista/2019-04-17-decriminalisation-of-sex-work-in-south-africa-will-only-bring-more-misery/
https://issafrica.org/iss-today/the-perplexities-of-human-trafficking-in-south-africa
https://issafrica.org/iss-today/the-perplexities-of-human-trafficking-in-south-africa
http://juststories.live/
https://theconversation.com/human-trafficking-in-south-africa-an-elusive-statistical-nightmare-43949
https://theconversation.com/human-trafficking-in-south-africa-an-elusive-statistical-nightmare-43949
http://www.cancerincytes.org/#!towards-a-complex-systems-understanding-/c1k1p
http://www.gatewaynews.co.za/
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Van der Watt, M. 2010. Contribution on the issue of human trafficking in the South African 

Professional Society on the Abuse of Children (SAPSAC) newsletter, April, Volume 12 (2). 

ISSN: 1608-3997.  

EXPERT COURT TESTIMONY 

Consulted on a number of TIP cases (investigations & prosecutions) since leaving the employ of SAPS. 

Submitted reports and/or provided court testimony in the following cases:  

State versus Seleso and Another, Westonaria CAS 150/10/2017 on 2019-12-04 in 

Johannesburg High Court: Provided expert testimony in aggravation of sentencing. Public 

Prosecutor in the matter was Advocate Geo Wassermann. 

State versus Chinonso Richmond Obasi, Krugersdorp CAS 70/01/2017 on 2018-06-22 in the 

Johannesburg High Court: Provided expert testimony on the complexity of investigations 

related to human trafficking for sexual exploitation, and providing considerations for the 

postponement of the matter after the victim absconded from a shelter. Public Prosecutor in the 

matter was Advocate Namika Kowlas. 

State versus Frank Amaku and Another, Douglasdale CAS 474/04/2016 on 2018-07-04 in the 

Johannesburg High Court. Provided expert testimony in aggravation of sentencing before Judge 

Moosa. Public Prosecutor in the matter was Advocate Lwazi Ngodwana.  

State versus Onyekachi Okechukwu Eze, Brooklyn CAS 236/05/2013 and Court Case number 

14-546-2013 on 2018-02-13 in the Pretoria Regional Court: Provided expert testimony in 

aggravation of sentencing before Magistrate Singh. Public Prosecutor in the matter was 

Advocate Adina van Deventer. 

State versus Benjamin Obioma Abba and Another, Case number: CC 41/2017 on 2017-11-06 

in the Gauteng North High Court (Pretoria): Provided expert testimony during the trial on the 

modus operandi and control methods employed by Nigerian traffickers before Judge Ronel 

Tolmay. Public Prosecutor in the matter was Advocate Adina van Deventer. 

REPORTS 

American Bar Association Rule of Law Initiative. 2019. Combating Trafficking in Persons 

in Africa: A Road Map for Prosecutors in the Southern Africa Development Community. Africa 

Prosecutors Association, Pretoria, July 2019 [Contributing author]. 

Van der Watt, M. 2018. Serious concerns regarding the decriminalization of adult prostitution 

in South Africa. Multi-Party Women’s Caucus, Parliament of South Africa. Submitted on 2018-

02-26 and presented orally in Parliament on 2018-03-05. 
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Van der Watt, M. 2018. The nature and future of human trafficking in South Africa. 

Mapungubwe Institute for Strategic Reflection (MISTRA). Submitted on 2018-02-20 for the 

and the Indlulamithi Research Conference, 1-2 March 2018 at GIBS, Rosebank, South Africa. 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS,  ACADEMIC - AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT  

National Council member (Policing representative) of the South African Professional Society 

on the Abuse of Children (SAPSAC) since 2018-11 (http://www.sapsac.co.za/council.html); 

Board member of Embrace Dignity since 2020-02; 

Editorial Board Member for the Journal of Modern Slavery since 2018-08 

(http://slavefreetoday.org/editorialboard/); 

Member of the Global Association of Human Trafficking Scholars since 2016-07 

(https://www.gahts.com/); 

Human Trafficking Case Manager for the National Freedom Network (NFN) since 2011-10 

(http://nationalfreedomnetwork.co.za/about-us/nfn-core-team/); 

Member of the Gauteng Provincial Trafficking in Persons Task Team since 2012-10; 

Member of the Gauteng Trafficking in Persons Rapid Response Task Team 2012-10; 

Member of the National Rapid Response Task Team for Trafficking in Persons in South Africa 

since 2019-06 

Member of the National Intersectoral Committee for Implementation of the Trafficking in 

Persons Act (NICTIP) since 2016-06; 

Research Director for the Global Resources Epicenter Against Human Trafficking (GREAT) 

since 2016-06 (http://www.great.ngo/about/); 

Member of the South African Professional Society on the Abuse of Children (SAPSAC); 

Member of the Criminological and Victimological Society of South Africa (CRIMSA); 

Monthly columnist for Gateway News (www.gatewaynews.co.za) called ‘Light in the 

Darkness: Reflections on Crime and Justice’. Thirty-one (31) opinion pieces written between 

2012-09-26 and 2015-06-10 on issues related to human trafficking, violence against women 

and children, race and racism; and 

http://www.sapsac.co.za/council.html
http://slavefreetoday.org/editorialboard/
https://www.gahts.com/
http://nationalfreedomnetwork.co.za/about-us/nfn-core-team/
http://www.great.ngo/about/
http://www.gatewaynews.co.za/
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UNISA Project Manager for ‘Tshireletso’: A National Incident Recognition Strategy to Human 

Trafficking between 2013-04-01 and 2015-12-15. 

LOCAL & INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 

Van der Watt, M. 2019. 6th Annual Media Coalition & Awareness to Halt Trafficking 

(MeCAHT) Conference, Liberty Church, Ferndale, Johannesburg, 13-15 November 2019: 

Invited for a plenary address entitle ‘The complexities of human trafficking’ on 13 November 

2019. 

Van der Watt, M. 2019. 2nd Violence Conference, Destiny Hotel & Convention Centre, 

Kempton Park, Johannesburg, 12 – 13 November 2019: Invited to speak on ‘The SAPS 

response to GBV: Challenges and opportunities’. 

Van der Watt, M. 2019. Ontario Tech University 2nd Annual Human Trafficking Conference, 

Toronto, Canada, ‘Combating Human Trafficking’, October 10, 2019: Invited to present on 

“Feedback from the 7th INTERPOL Global Conference on Human Trafficking and Migrant 

Smuggling: Buenos Aires, Argentina, 10-11 September 2019 ” (International). 

Van der Watt, M. 2019. Ontario Tech University 2nd Annual Human Trafficking Conference, 

Toronto, Canada, ‘Combating Human Trafficking’, October 10, 2019: Invited to present on 

“Labour Trafficking and Corruption: An African Perspective” (International). 

Van der Watt, M. 2019. 7th INTERPOL Global Conference on Human Trafficking and 

Migrant Smuggling: Buenos Aires, Argentina, 10-11 September 2019: Invited to present on 

“Prevention of Risk and Re-Victimization of Trafficking Victims - Taking Into Account the 

Southern African Context” (International).  

Jones, R. & Van der Watt, M. 2018. 19th SAPSAC Annual National Child Abuse Conference: 

“Towards multi-disciplinary expertise in handling child abuse- The interspersing reality of 

human trafficking, cybercrime and pornography”: CSIR International Convention Centre, 

Pretoria, 14-16 November 2018: Invited by SAPSAC to co-present with Mr. Reginald Jones 

(US Senior Trial Attorney) on ‘Revisiting Best Practice Protocol in the prevention and 

management of child trafficking, child pornography and cybercrime’. 

Van der Watt, M. 2018. 19th SAPSAC Annual National Child Abuse Conference: “Towards 

multi-disciplinary expertise in handling child abuse- The interspersing reality of human 

trafficking, cybercrime and pornography”: CSIR International Convention Centre, Pretoria, 14-

16 November 2018: Invited by SAPSAC to address delegates on “Deconstructing human 

trafficking in South Africa: Reflecting on the past and the present as an introduction to the 

conference”. 
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Van der Watt, M. 2018. Keynote address: Provincial Department of Social Development 

Trafficking in Persons Conference, 5 October 2018, Turffontein: Invited to address delegates 

on ‘Human Trafficking in South Africa: Reflections from a recent Ph.D. study’.               

Van der Watt, M. 2018. Youth Research Unit Conference with the theme ‘The online and 

offline sexual exploitation of children in South Africa’, Pretoria, 20 & 21 September 2018. 

Presented on 21 September on ‘Walking the streets as an ‘emic’ perspective for researching 

child sexual exploitation in South Africa’. 

Van der Westhuizen, A. & Van der Watt, M. 2018. 12th Biennial Consultation on Urban 

Ministry, Pretoria, South Africa, 15-18 August 2018: Invited to co-present with Dr. Amanda 

van der Westhuizen on 17 August 2018 on the topic ‘A Complex-Systems Approach to 

Organising: Human Trafficking as a Case Study’.   

Van der Watt, M. 2018. 12th Biennial Consultation on Urban Ministry, Pretoria, South Africa, 

15-18 August 2018: Invited to present on 16 August 2018 on the topic ‘Deconstructing Human 

Trafficking in South Africa: Dynamics and Response Mechanisms’.  

Van der Watt, M. 2018. South African Parliament Multiparty Women's Caucus Sex Work 

Summit, March 5, 2018: Presented on ‘Serious Concerns Regarding the Decriminalisation of 

Adult Prostitution in South Africa’.  

Van der Watt, M. 2018. Indlulamithi Scenarios 2030 Conference, GIBS Business School, 

Illovo, Johannesburg, South Africa, 1-2 March 2018: Invited to present on “The Nature and 

Future of Human Trafficking in South Africa” on Friday, March 2. 

Van der Watt, M. 2017. Africa Border Management and Security Conference, Hyatt Regency 

Hotel, Rosebank, Johannesburg, 29 November 2017 @ 12:30: Invited to address delegates on 

‘Human trafficking: Complex vs Complicated’.  

Van der Watt, M. 2016. 13th Annual International Human Trafficking & Social Justice 

Conference, Toledo, Ohio, USA, 22-23 September 2016: Delivered a presentation on 23 

September 2016 on ‘The use of ‘Juju’ in Human Trafficking: Towards a demystified 

understanding’ (International). 

Van der Watt, M. 2015. Together Let’s Stop Trafficking, 3rd Annual Summit, Los Angeles, 

California, USA, 9-11 November 2015: Theme: ‘Breaking the Chains’. Delivered a 

presentation on 10 November 2015 (via Skype) on ‘The progress made by the research 

component of the Global Resources Epicenter Against Trafficking (GREAT) (International).  
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Van der Watt, M. 2015. Department of Social Development conference on Human 

Trafficking, Muldersdrift, Johannesburg, 5-6 October 2015: Invited to address delegates on 

‘Human Trafficking in South Africa: Generating evidence for a very real problem’.  

Van der Watt, M. 2015. International Police Executive Symposium (IPES), 26th Annual 

Summit, Pattaya, Thailand, 8-12 August 2015: Theme: ‘Police Governance and Human 

Trafficking’. Delivered a paper on 9 August 2015 titled ‘Project Tshireletso: Towards an 

increased scientific understanding of human trafficking in South Africa’ (International). 

Van der Watt, M. 2015. International Police Executive Symposium (IPES), 26th Annual 

Summit, Pattaya, Thailand, 8-12 August 2015: Theme: ‘Police Governance and Human 

Trafficking’. Delivered a paper on 9 August 2015 titled ‘Complex Systems Theory: A Viable 

Paradigm for the Criminal Justice Response to Human Trafficking?’ (International). 

Van der Watt, M. 2015. International Police Executive Symposium (IPES), 26th Annual 

Summit, Pattaya, Thailand, 8-12 August 2015: Theme: ‘Police Governance and Human 

Trafficking’. Delivered a paper on 9 August 2015 titled ‘The creation of the Global Resources 

Epicenter Against Trafficking (GREAT)’ (International). 

Van der Watt, M. 2014. First International Conference on Child Justice and Children’s Rights, 

Freedom Park, Pretoria, 10-12 September 2014: Delivered a paper on “Tshireletso: A grassroots 

endeavor towards an increased scientific understanding of human trafficking in South Africa”. 

Van der Watt, M. 2014. ‘A Cry for Freedom’ Anti-Human Trafficking Conference: Vineyard 

Christian Church, Walmer, Port Elizabeth, 30 August 2014: Invited by the Salvation Army to 

address delegates on “Exploring the status quo: An overview of local and international 

responses to human trafficking”. 

Van der Watt, M. 2013. 10th Security Watch Africa Awards Lecture with the theme 

“International Terrorism & Human Trafficking: It’s Effect on Africa’s Development”, 

Fourways, 6 November 2013 @ 12:15: Invited to present a paper on “The Genesis and Effect 

of Human Trafficking on African Development: Project Tshireletso as a Formidable Civil 

Society Response”. 

Van der Watt, M. 2012. The Parable of the Lost Coin Anti-Human Trafficking Conference: 

Vinyard Christian Church, Walmer, Port Elizabeth, 1 September 2012: Invited by the Salvation 

Army to address delegates on “Human Trafficking: Prevention and Victim Identification”. 
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Van der Watt, M. 2011. Combating Human Trafficking and Child Labour Conference: 

Southern Sun O.R. Tambo International Airport Hotel, Johannesburg, 5 – 7 October 2011. The 

conference presented by AMC International. Invited to address delegates on “Case Conference: 

An essential tool in Human Trafficking case management.” 

Van der Watt, M. 2010. 11th SAPSAC Annual National Child Abuse Conference: “Towards 

multi-disciplinary expertise in handling child abuse- A focus on Trafficking”: CSIR 

International Convention Centre, Pretoria, 17-19 May 2010: Invited by SAPSAC to address 

delegates on “Trafficking: Best Practices-What is the current situation?” 

Van der Watt, M. 2010. SASCOL The Ultimate Goal Conference: Port Elizabeth, 1-7 

February 2010: Invited to present two workshops on 3 February 2010 at the Word of Faith 

Christian Centre on the topic: “Human Trafficking: What can you do?” 

Van der Watt, M. 2009. 10th SAPSAC Annual National Child Abuse Conference: “Towards 

multi-disciplinary expertise in handling child abuse- A focus on Trafficking”: CSIR 

International Convention Centre, Pretoria, 4-6 May 2009: Invited by SAPSAC to address 

delegates on “Trafficking: Best practices- A case illustration”. Formed part of a panel of experts 

who discussed best practices. The panel consisted of Director Piet Byleveld (SAPS), Advocate 

Beatri Kruger (UFS), Tinka Labuschagne (DOE), Susan le Roux (IOM) and Ben Skinner 

(Author of ‘A crime so monstrous’). 

Van der Watt, M. 2009. National Anti-Trafficking and Sexual Exploitation Conference: 

“Woman and girls are not for sale”: East London, 25-26 March 2009: Invited by the Department 

of Social Development and Masimanyane Woman’s Support Centre to address delegates on 

“Towards a multidisciplinary approach in addressing Human Trafficking”.  

AWARDS AND COMMENDATIONS 

Winner in the 2014 ‘Top 35 under 35 Africans’ awarded by the Young People in International 

Affairs (YPIA) on 2014-10-29. In early 2014, YPIA put out a worldwide call for nominations 

to find Africans under 35 years of age making an impact “in their respective countries, on the 

continent, and in the wider world.” To qualify, they needed to have met the following 

conditions: 1) Under the age of 35 at the time of the call for applications; 2.) A citizen of an 

African country; 3.) Excelling in their respective field and area of expertise; 4.) Making a 

substantial impact on critical African issues and international affairs; 5.) Recognized among 

colleagues and the broader community as a leader/future leader and 6.) Values ethics and human 

rights (http://ypia.org.za/top-35-under-35-2014/) 

http://ypia.org.za/top-35-under-35-2014/
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Commendation and Monetary Award by the National Commissioner of the South African 

Police Service, General B.H. Cele on 2011-06-15: For outstanding services rendered in that 

he, through his commitment and dedication, arrested six suspects for human trafficking, sexual 

exploitation of a child and money laundering and recovered drugs and stolen property 

(counter-human trafficking activities). 

Commendation by E. Benjamin Skinner fellow at the Harvard Kennedy School CARR 

CENTER for Human Rights Policy (Massachusetts, USA) and author of ‘A Crime So 

Monstrous’ on 2010-05-19:’An offer of unreserved endorsement for the work of Sgt. Marcel 

van der Watt and his professionalism and dedication to serve even the least fortunate South 

Africans’ (counter-human trafficking activities). 

Commendation by Director K.C Meyer and Assistant Commissioner J.J Kapp on 2009-07-10: 

Certificate of Exceptional Service: Commendation for outstanding services rendered in that he 

was acknowledged as the Star of the Year for Motherwell Cluster in 2008 (counter-human 

trafficking activities). 

Commendation by Provincial Commissioner M.S Landu on 2009-07-03: For outstanding 

services rendered in that he was nominated as a finalist in the category: Police Star of the Year 

2008 (counter-human trafficking activities). 

Commendation by Deputy Provincial Commissioner PM-A.M. McKenzie: Work of excellence- 

Operational Hostage Negotiators: Member was part of the team commended for defusing a 

highly volatile hostage situation in Motherwell, Port Elizabeth on 2009-02-16. 

ADT/Algoa Sun Heroes Campaign 2008 Award on 2008-11-17: The recipient has significantly 

contributed to the fight against crime in the city of Port Elizabeth. (counter-human trafficking 

activities). 

Rotary International Vocational Service Award on 2008-11-04: In recognition of outstanding 

service to the local community by persons who dedicate their time and resources to helping 

others. The recipient has demonstrated great determination to serve the community (counter-

human trafficking activities). 

Commendation by Assistant Commissioner J.J Kapp on 2008-09-08: Outstanding and valuable 

contribution towards investigation of crime and the resulting successes achieved in terms of 

Human Trafficking (counter-human trafficking activities). 
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AQIP (Academic Qualification Improvement Programme) Scholarship received on 17 June 

2014. The program is a competitive research scholarship that aims to assist UNISA permanent 

academic staff to pursue senior qualifications (masters and doctoral degrees) on a full-time 

basis. This competitive program complements both DHET and UNISA goals and objectives on 

human capital development towards the attainment of doctoral qualifications (Value of 

Scholarship: R 1,913,077.00). 

South Africa-Netherlands Research Programme on Alternatives in Development (SANPAD) 

scholarship received on 6 June 2012 for training in Social Science Research Methodologies 

towards completion of doctoral studies. Programme completed with an overall ‘Excellent’ 

rating for the research proposal and live defense (Value of Scholarship: R 120 000.00). 

Best Student Award for Psychologically Motivated Crimes Course 2009-08-16 to 2009-09-04 

(passed with 97, 7 %). 

Best Student Award for Detective Learner Programme 2007-08-20 to 2007-11-30 (passed with 

93%). 

Best Student Award for Family Violence, Child Protection and Sexual Offences Investigators 

course 2006-11-06 to 2006-11-24 (passed with 97%).   

Vodacom Academy Bronze Award (July 2001). 

MEDIA ENGAGEMENTS 

Ongoing contributions to television, radio and print media on issues related to policing, human trafficking, 

organized crime, hostage-taking and violence against women and children. 

TELEVISION 

eNCA News interview, Johannesburg, 28 February 2020 @ 06:30: Interviewed by Xoli 

Mngambi via Skype on the recent incidents of child kidnappings at schools in Gauteng. 

Swedish Embassy in Pretoria pre-recorded television interview, Pretoria, 17 February 2020 @ 

15:30: Interviewed by Rosa Selebi on the relationship between Sweden and South Africa, the 

prostitution law roundtable, and the Swedish Model.  

Newzroom Afrika live television interview (phone), Linden, 16 February 2020 @ 10:15: 

Interviewed by Bongiwe Zwane on the issue of missing children and the recently published 

article ‘#Stillnotfound: Missing Children in South Africa’, co-authored with Dr Monique 

Emser.  
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Newzroom Afrika live television interview, Linden, 11 February 2020 @ 08:30: Interviewed 

by Ayanda Nyathi on the issue of human trafficking and the recent conviction in the State versus 

Seleso matter, my role in the case, and the sentencing of both accused to 19 Life Sentences. 

Interviewed together with prosecutor Adv. Geo Wassermann. 

Prontuit (kykNET) live television interview, Randburg, 3 February 2020 @ 21:00: Interviewed 

by Kabous Meiring on the issue of missing persons and kidnappings in South Africa. Joined by 

Nicky Rheeder from Missing Children South Africa (MCSA). 

Carte Blanche (MNET) Television interview, 25 November 2019 @ 13:30: Interviewed by 

Claire Mawisa and provided input on the nature and extent of missing children in South Africa 

(TX 15 December 2019). 

Green Planet Productions marketing interview for ‘Projek Dina’ mini-series, Pretoria, 

November 8, 2019: Interviewed by Aida Wessels about my background and role in the 

scriptwriting and production of ‘Projek Dina’ which is currently in production for screening on 

Kyknet. 

Global News Canada television interview, Toronto, October 10, 2019: Interviewed by Jamie 

Mauracher for commentary on breaking news related to human trafficking in Ontario. 

Interviewed during the 2nd Annual Human Trafficking Conference in Toronto. 

Ontario Tech University media unit, Toronto, October 10, 2019: Interviewed by Megan Brown 

on the issue of human trafficking during the 2nd Annual Human Trafficking Conference 

entitled ‘Combating Human Trafficking’.   

Prontuit (kykNET) live television interview, Randburg, 30 September 2019 @ 21:00: 

Interviewed by Kabous Meiring on the issue of human trafficking in South Africa. Joined by 

Warrant-Officer Lizette Durbaum from the Hawks. 

Newzroom Afrika live television interview, Linden, 14 September 2019 @ 15:30: Interviewed 

by Busisiwe Gumede on the issue of missing children within the context of South Africa’s 

present-day gender-based violence crisis. 

MNET television interview, Rosebank, 5 September 2019 @ 09:00: Interviewed by Tarryn 

Josephs as part of the promotional material for the mini-series ‘Projek Dina’ which is currently 

in production for screening on Kyknet. 

Open News live Skype interview, Pretoria, 3 September 2019 @16:30: Interviewed by Naledi 

Moleo on the issue of Gender-Based Violence and human trafficking in South Africa. 
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eNCA News interview, Pretoria, 3 September 2019 @ 11:30: Interviewed by Michelle Craig 

on the issue of human trafficking and the scourge of Gender-Based Violence in South Africa. 

Newzroom Afrika live television interview, Linden, 3 August 2019 @ 21:45: Interviewed by 

Vic Naidoo on the issue of human trafficking in commemoration of the 30 July World Day 

Against Human Trafficking. 

SABC 2 pre-recorded television interview, Port Elizabeth, 2 August 2019: Interviewed by 

Lerato Thipa during the Nelson Mandela and Amnesty International seminar on the intersection 

between human trafficking and drug trafficking (TX 6 August 2019).  

Open News live telephonic television interview, Port Elizabeth, 31 July 2019 @ 19:15: 

Interviewed by Khoketso Setshane together with Grizelda Grootboom on the issue of human 

trafficking in South Africa. 

Newzroom Afrika live television interview, Linden, 29 July 2019 @ 16:15: Interviewed by 

Thulasizwe Simelane on the issue of human trafficking and corruption, my Mail & Guardian 

article and the World Day Against Human Trafficking on 30 July.  

Special Assignment (SABC 3) television interview, Centurion, 18 June 2019 @ 14:30: 

Interviewed by Hazel Friedman on the intersection of human trafficking and drug trafficking 

in South Africa (TX 30 June 2019). 

Short UK documentary interview on the issue of sex trafficking and corruption in South Africa: 

Interviewed by independent freelancer Matthew Portman (UK) on 24 March 2019 @ 12:00 in 

Pretoria.  

eNCA News Night live television interview, Hyde Park, 27 January 2019 @ 17:30: Interviewed 

by Gareth Edwards on my involvement in the Gert van Rooyen abduction cold case and the 

renewed interests in the 30-year-old investigation. 

eNCA Morning News Today live television interview, Hyde Park, 1 December 2018 @ 08:40: 

Interviewed by Duduzile Ramela and Nhlanhla Sehume as part of a panel (Vanessa Goosen & 

Phuti Khomo) on the intersection of the modeling industry with international drug trafficking 

and human trafficking. 

Health Matters (ITV Channel 347) live television interview, Rivonia, 27 November 2018 @ 

20:30: Interviewed by Dr. Shaheda Omar and Gouwah Solomon on the issue of Children and 

Women Abuse. 
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Short documentary interview for Nthiba Pictures on the issue of human trafficking for the 

upcoming movie Valhalla, Pretoria, 22 November 2018 @ 14:30: Interviewed by Shane 

Vermooten on the issue of human trafficking in South Africa. 

eNCA Checkpoint television interview, Pretoria, 11 November 2018 @ 14:00: Interviewed by 

Busisiwe Gumede on the issue of missing children in South Africa and police procedures (TX 

Tuesday 13 November 2018). 

Conference of Western Attorneys General (CWAG) television interview, Sandton, 5 

November 2018 @ 15:30: Interviewed by Busi Khanyile during the One Day Symposium on 

Trafficking in Persons, a collaboration between CWAG, Department of Justice and the Human 

Rights Commission. 

Die GROOT ontbyt (Kyknet) live television interview, Pretoria, 2 October 2018 @ 07:15: 

Interviewed with Vilna Bhadi by Johrné van Huyssteen and Elsa Esterhuizen on the issue of 

‘mensehandel’ (human trafficking) in South Africa. 

eNCA live television interview, Pretoria, 21 September 2018 @ 12:20: Interviewed by Xoli 

Mngambi on the issue of Human Trafficking in South Africa following the arrest of a suspect 

in a human trafficking case in Cape Town. 

Fokus (SABC 2) television interview on 16 September @ 18:00: Interviewed by Lynette 

Francis on recent crime statistics and human trafficking in South Africa. 

Perspektief, Roep TV live television interview via Skype, Pretoria, 13 September 2018 @ 

14:00: Interviewed by Karien Basson and Morné Esben on the issue of human trafficking in 

South Africa.   

Tonight with Jane Dutton, eNCA live television interview, Hyde Park, 6 September 2018 @ 

20:00: Interviewed by Jane Dutton together with Nicole Bartels from Stop People Against 

Trafficking (STOP) on the recent reports of child abductions in the Western Cape and 

elsewhere.  

One Africa Television (Namibia) pre-recorded television interview, Pretoria, 4 September 

2018 @ 15:00: Interviewed by Maggie Forcelledo on the issue of human trafficking in Namibia 

and Southern Africa.  

eNCA News live television interview, Pretoria, 21 August 2018 @ 19:20: Interviewed by Vuyo 

Mvoko on the issue of human trafficking in South Africa and provided insights into the 

‘Dispelling Myths about Human Trafficking and Modern-Day Slavery’ seminar hosted by 
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UNISA’s College of Law in collaboration with Media Monitoring Africa (MMA) on 21 August 

2018 at UNISA’s Senate Hall. 

eNCA News pre-recorded television interview, Pretoria, 21 August 2018 @ 11:20: Interviewed 

by Masego Rahlaga on the issue of human trafficking in South Africa and provided insights 

into the ‘Dispelling Myths about Human Trafficking and Modern-Day Slavery’ seminar hosted 

by UNISA’s College of Law in collaboration with Media Monitoring Africa (MMA) on 21 

August 2018 at UNISA’s Senate Hall. (TX on pm eNCA news the same day). 

SABC pre-recorded television interview, Pretoria, 21 August 2018 @ 11:00: Interviewed by 

Ofentse Setimo on the issue of human trafficking in South Africa and provided insights into the 

‘Dispelling Myths about Human Trafficking and Modern-Day Slavery’ seminar hosted by 

UNISA’s College of Law in collaboration with Media Monitoring Africa (MMA) on 21 August 

2018 at UNISA’s Senate Hall.  

United Nations TV pre-recorded television interview, Centurion, 26 June 2018 @ 13:30: 

Interviewed by Adeleye Fabusoro about human trafficking in South Africa, its complexities 

and recommendations for a more informed response. 

Let’s Talk (ITV networks) pre-recorded television interview, Rivonia, 4 April 2018 @ 11:00: 

Interviewed by Julie Allie on the issue of social justice, racism and human trafficking in South 

Africa (TX on Saturday 14 April 2018). 

eNCA News live television interview, Pretoria (via Skype), 11 January 2018 @ 12:15: 

Interviewed for comment on reports regarding public violence, drug dealing, human trafficking 

and xenophobia in Rustenburg. 

Crimes and Times live streaming video interview (via Skype), Pretoria, 31 August 2017 (20:00 

Central / 03:00 SA time): Interviewed by Michael Tabman on the issue of human trafficking 

from a global perspective. 

Huisgenoot Ware Lewensdramas (Via, DSTV Channel 147) television interview, Pretoria, 31 

August 2017 @ 20:30: Interviewed by Leonie Fourie on the Vanessa Goosen episode (Season 

1, Episode 6) on the issue of drug trafficking.  

SABC Newsroom live television interview, Pretoria, 2 August 2017 @ 09:30: Interviewed by 

Eben Jansen on the issue of Human Trafficking in South Africa. 

Daily Thetha (SABC 1) live television interview, Braamfontein, 19 July 2017 @ 11:00: 

Interviewed as part of a panel by Tumelo Mothotoane and Kini Shandu on the issue of ‘Jobs 

for Cash’ and its intersection with human trafficking in South Africa.  
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Real Talk with Anele (SABC 3) television interview, Fourways, 4 July 2017 @ 14:00: 

Interviewed by Anele Mdoda as part of a panel on the issue of Human Trafficking in South 

Africa. The panel consisted of Deputy Minister of Justice John Jeffreys, Brigadier Ibrahim 

Kadwa, Grizelda Grootboom and Tabitha Lage (TX: 2017-07-27 @ 17:00). 

SABC News television interview, Pretoria, 20 June 2017 @ 13:45: Interviewed by Sipho 

Stuurman on the issue of Human Trafficking in South Africa as part of the UNODC and 

NICTIP conference held at the Sheraton Hotel (19-20 June) in Pretoria.  

Wilton Park interview, 13 June 2017 @ 13:00: Interviewed together with global counter-human 

trafficking experts on the role of digital technology in efforts to tackle modern slavery. The 

event took place from 12 to 14 June 2017, Wiston House, Wilton Park, West Sussex. Invited 

and organized by Nokia and British Telecom (BT). 

Klaaste Media documentary interview, Pretoria, 29 May 2017 @ 14:30: Interviewed by 

Lindiwe Klaaste on the issue of Human Trafficking in South Africa for a documentary 

production by Klaaste Media (TX Unknown). 

eNCA live television interview, Pretoria, 22 May 2017 @ 16:00: Interviewed by Joanne Joseph 

on the issue of Human Trafficking in South Africa following the arrest of two suspects in a 

human trafficking case in Springs. 

SABC Newsroom live television interview, Pretoria, 13 March 2017 @ 09:15: Interviewed by 

Elvis Preslin on the issue of Human Trafficking in South Africa and our research on the 

complexity of the crime. 

SABC News (Channel 404) live television interview, Pretoria, 19 February 2017 @ 18:00: 

Interviewed by Thabile Ngwato on the ‘Fochville mass kidnapping’ where 15 children were 

kidnapped and subsequently found.  

Special Assignment (SABC 3) television interview, 15 February 2017 @ 21:30: Interviewed 

by Hazel Friedman on the intersection of human trafficking and drug trafficking in South Africa 

(TX 18 February 2017). 

Die GROOT ontbyt (Kyknet) live television interview, Pretoria, 28 September 2016 @ 07:15: 

Interviewed by Johrné van Huyssteen and Hendri Myburgh on the issue of ‘mensehandel’ 

(human trafficking) in South Africa. 

Let’s Talk (ITV networks) live television interview, Rivonia, 31 August 2016 @ 09:00: 

Interviewed by Julie Allie on the issue of Human Trafficking in South Africa. 
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SABC Newsroom live television interview, Pretoria, 17 August 2016 @ 09:15: Interviewed by 

Elvis Preslin on the issue of Human Trafficking in South Africa. 

Robinson Regstreeks (Kyknet) television interview, Randburg, 14 Augustus 2016 @ 19:30: 

Interviewed by Freek Robinson on the issue of Human Trafficking in South Africa.  

Kruiskyk television interview, Pretoria, 5 August 2016 @ 09:00: Interviewed by Pastor Nevil 

Norden on the issue of human trafficking in South Africa. 

Carte Blanche (MNET) television interview, Pretoria, 3 July 2016 @ 19:00: Interviewed by 

Bongani Bingwa and provided input on the issue of Human Trafficking and illegal border 

crossing in South Africa.  

Against All Odds with Mpho Lakaje (eNCA) television interview, E-TV, Hyde Park, 18 

September 2015 @ 13:00: Interviewed by Lerato Motsiri for a contribution on the issue of 

Human Trafficking and the story of Elanie Kruger, a survivor of Human Trafficking. (TX 

unknown).  

Rights & Recourse (SABC 404) live television interview, SABC, Pretoria, 30 August 2015 @ 

14:00: Formed part of a panel interviewed by Siphiwo Nzawumbi on the issue of human 

trafficking. The panel consisted of Mr. Bryan Nix (Beautiful Dream Society) and Me Veronica 

Gantana (Department of Social Development).  

SABC News television interview, Pretoria, 6 August 2015 @ 13:00: Interviewed by Collen 

Lemawane on the issue of the new Visa regulations and its impact on tourism in South Africa 

(Tx 7 August 2015: Collen Lemawane speaks to a family affected by Visa laws). 

Insight for Living (Loveworldsat) live television interview, Randburg, 2 August 2015 @ 17:00: 

Interviewed together with Amanda van der Westhuizen by Zandile Makula on the issue of 

human trafficking in South Africa. 

eNCA live television interview, Durban (via Skype), 8 May 2015 @ 06:40: Interviewed by 

Uveka Rangappa for comment on reports regarding escalating risks of human trafficking after 

the earthquake disaster in Nepal.  

Baas Speurder (ASTV) television interview, Pretoria, 21 April 2015 @ 12:00: Interviewed by 

Andries du Plooy on the criminal investigation of human trafficking (TX unknown). 

Table Talk with Patience (Tshwane TV) television interview, Sunninghill, 14 October 2014 

@ 11:00: Interviewed together with Kirsten Hornby (National Freedom Network) by Patience 

Mlengana on the issue of human trafficking in South Africa. 
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Heartbeat (MNET) television interview, Randburg, 17 July 2014 @ 10:30: Interviewed 

together with Diane Wilkinson (National Freedom Network) by Charles van Onselen and 

Bonolo Nkosi on the issue of human trafficking and the work of the National Freedom Network. 

Rights & Recourse (SABC 404) live television interview, SABC, Auckland Park, 1 June 2014 

@ 14:00: Formed part of a panel interviewed by Dumile Mateza on the issue of human 

trafficking. The panel consisted of Adv. Luvuyo Mfaku (NPA), Prof Beatri Kruger (University 

of the Free State) and Ms. Thora Mansfield (Open Door Crisis Centre). 

GODFIRST documentary on Exploitation, Pretoria, 29 March 2014 @ 08:00: Interviewed by 

Ryan Sobey for a six-episode documentary on human trafficking and exploitation. 

Heartbeat (MNET) television interview, Randburg, 7 November 2013 @ 10:30: Interviewed 

by Charles van Onselen and Bonolo Nkosi on the issue of human trafficking. 

Fokus (SABC 2) television interview, Freedom Park, Pretoria, 6 October 2013 @ 18:30: 

Interviewed by Lynette Francis on the issue of human trafficking and the impact of the new 

legislation. 

Dagbreek (Kyknet) television interview, Randburg, 3 October 2013 @ 07:10: Interviewed by 

Pierre Breytenbach on the issue of human trafficking. 

Conversation with Salman Khan (ITV-DSTV) television interview, Rivonia, 6 February 2013 

@ 10:00: Interviewed by Salman Khan on the issue of human trafficking in Africa. 

‘Soul Therapy’ (Soweto TV) television interview, Soweto, 25 October 2012 @ 10:30: 

Interviewed by Billy-Guy Bhembe on the issue of human trafficking in South Africa. 

Interviewed for a short awareness film on human trafficking called ‘Mensehandel’ on 6 October 

2012. The film is a collaborative production between Triple M Productions, Dischem, and 

Rapport. 

Robinson Regstreeks (Kyknet) television interview on 18 March 2012 @ 19:30: Interviewed 

by Freek Robinson on the issue of Human Trafficking in South Africa. 

Fokus (SABC 2) television interview on 4 December 2011 @ 18:30: Interviewed by Lynette 

Francis on “Die regstelsel: Laat dit ons kinders in die steek?” 

Morning Live (SABC) television interview, SABC, Auckland Park, 3 August 2011 @ 07:45: 

Interviewed by Leanne Mannas on ‘The REDLIGHT documentary’ and the issue of human 

trafficking in South Africa. 
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Interview with Li-Da Kruger for a documentary on Human Trafficking (UK), July 2010, Port 

Elizabeth. 

Interview with journalist Melanie Hamman for a television production on Human Trafficking 

(USA), 7 June 2010, Walmer, Port Elizabeth. 

Carte Blanche (MNET) Television interview, 1 November 2009 @ 19:00: Interviewed by 

Devi Govender and provided input on the nature and extent of Human Trafficking in 

Bloemfontein. 

RADIO  

Power FM 98.7 radio interview, Pretoria, 31 January 2020 @ 16:20: Interviewed by Thabiso 

Tema on the issue of Drug Trafficking at OR Tambo Airport.  

RSG Aktualiteit radio interview, Pretoria, 30 January 2020 @ 07:15: Interviewed by Izak du 

Plessis together with Patricia Gerber (Locked Up in a Foreign Country) on the issue of drug 

trafficking at ORT International Airport.  

SAfm radio interview, Pretoria, 29 January 2020 @ 12:50: Interviewed by Sakina Kamwendo 

on the issue of drug trafficking at OR Tambo International Airport (in lieu of the media press 

release on tomorrow’s briefing by John Witherspoon, Patricia Gerber, and Glory Matipile). 

Talk Radio 702 radio interview, 19 January 2020 @ 22:00: Interviewed by Gushwell Brooks 

about the issue of human trafficking in South Africa. 

RSG Aktualiteit radio interview, Pretoria, 16 January 2020 @ 07:15: Interviewed by Suzanne 

Paxton together with Annelise Theunissen (Freedom Climb) on the issue of Missing Children 

in South Africa.  

Jacaranda 94.2 FM radio talk show, Midrand, 14 January 2020 @ 18:00: Interviewed by Rian 

van Heerden on ‘The Scenic Drive’, together with actresses Chanelle de Jager and Brigadier 

Patricia Dlomo, to discuss the new Kyknet series ‘Projek Dina’. 

RSG ‘Praat Saam’ radio talk show, Johannesburg, 4 December 2019 @ 08:00: Interviewed by 

Jody Hendricks together with private investigator Mike Bolhuis on the issue of kidnapping in 

South Africa.  

YFM 99.2 roundtable discussion, Hyde Park, 27 August 2019 @ 08:00: Interviewed by Bryce 

"DJ Ankletap" Clarke together with Adv. Phumla Dwane and pro-prostitution lobbyists from 

SWEAT on the issue of decriminalization of prostitution in South Africa. 
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RSG Spektrum pre-recorded radio interview, Pretoria, 23 August 2019 @ 09:00: Interviewed 

by Annalene Moses on the ongoing case of two South African nationals missing in Vietnam 

and concerns regarding the possibility of organ trafficking.  

567 Cape Talk radio interview, Pretoria, 23 August 2019 @ 08:20: Interviewed by Kieno 

Kammies on the ongoing case of two South African nationals missing in Vietnam and concerns 

regarding the possibility of organ trafficking.  

Metro FM radio interview, Pretoria, 8 August 2019 @ 20:00: Interviewed by Thami Ngubeni 

on the issue of human trafficking and the decriminalization of ‘sex work’.  

SAfm radio interview, Pretoria, 7 August 2019 @ 05:25: Interviewed by Elvis Preslin on the 

issue of human trafficking in South Africa.   

Talk Radio 702 radio interview, 30 July 2019 @ 08:45: Interviewed by Bongani Bingwa about 

human trafficking in South Africa and the World Day Against Human Trafficking reflected 

upon on 30 July.     

Power FM 98.7 radio interview, Pretoria, 1 July 2019 @ 14:00: Interviewed by Ntokozo 

Mazibuko on the issue of Human Trafficking and Drug Trafficking. Joined in conversation by 

trafficking victim Nthando Pendu. 

Talk Radio 702 radio interview, 14 May 2019 @ 17:20: Interviewed by Joanne Joseph about 

the issue of child trafficking in South Africa after the emerging case of child trafficking linked 

to a Johannesburg night club.   

Talk Radio 702 radio interview, 26 April 2019 @ 08:10: Interviewed by Bongani Bingwa about 

the launch of the National Policy Framework (NPF) by DOJ and the new data collection tool 

introduced by the Deputy-Minister of Justice John Jefferey.  

Talk Radio 702 radio interview, 31 March 2019 @ 22:30: Interviewed by Gushwell Brooks 

about the issue of human trafficking in South Africa. 

SAfm radio interview, Pretoria, 21 December 2018 @ 16:20: Interviewed by Lizette Khan on 

the issue of child safety and human trafficking with a focus on the festive season.  

GROOT FM 90.5 radio interview, Pretoria, 10 December 2018 @ 13:20: Interviewed by Riva 

Schoeman on the issue of child abuse and violence against women and children in celebration 

of 16 Days of Activism. 

Radio Islam International radio interview, 6 December 2018 @ 19:15: Interviewed by Suhaib 

Lasanya on the issue of human trafficking in South Africa. 



Academic Curriculum Vitae                    Marcel van der Watt 

24 

 

Talk Radio 702 radio interview, 20 October 2018 @ 17:20: Interviewed by Joanne Joseph about 

the issue of crimes perpetrated behind the front of churches within the ongoing discourse of the 

CRL Commission. 

RSG Monitor radio interview, Pretoria, 10 October 2018 @ 07:30: Interviewed by Marlinée 

Fouché on the issue of child abductions and personal security measures after an incident at the 

Westgate Shopping Centre, Johannesburg. 

Rise FM radio interview, Pretoria, 9 October 2018 @ 18:00: Interviewed by Zingisa Chirwa 

on the issue of Organ Trafficking in South Africa during the ‘Rise FM in sixty minutes with 

Zingisa Chirwa’ show.  

RSG ‘Praat Saam’ radio talk show, Auckland Park, 4 October 2018 @ 08:00: Interviewed by 

Lynette Francis on the issue of human trafficking in South Africa and my recently completed 

Ph.D. research. 

Salaamedia radio interview, Pretoria, 25 September 2018 @ 11:45: Interviewed by Julie Alli 

about the nature of abductions and child trafficking in South Africa.  

Power FM 98.7 radio interview, Pretoria, 25 September 2018 @ 10:20: Interviewed by Iman 

Rappetti on the issue of child safety and human trafficking in South Africa following recent 

reports of abductions and child sexual abuse.  

Keep it Real, pre-recorded radio interview during UNISA’s 4th National Youth Conference, 

Pretoria, 21 September 2018 @ 10:50: Interviewed by Vanessa Chetty as a speaker at the event 

about my personal journey and thoughts on the issue of human trafficking in South Africa. 

Pretoria FM radio interview, Pretoria, 11 September 2018 @ 07:50: Interviewed by Esmarie 

Yssel on the reported increase in child abductions in the Western Cape and Gauteng province. 

Power FM 98.7 radio interview, Johannesburg, 25 August 2018 @ 08:10: Interviewed by Pabi 

Moloi on the issue of Human Trafficking in South Africa. Joined in the studio by Dr. Amanda 

van der Westhuizen and Dr. Ajwang Warrira.  

Eye Witness News (EWN) pre-recorded radio interview, Pretoria, 21 August 2018 @ 17:35: 

Interviewed by Bonga Dlulane on the issue of human trafficking in South Africa and provided 

insights into the ‘Dispelling Myths about Human Trafficking and Modern-Day Slavery’ 

seminar hosted by UNISA’s College of Law in collaboration with Media Monitoring Africa 

(MMA) on 21 August 2018 at UNISA’s Senate Hall.  
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SAfm radio interview, Pretoria, 21 August 2018 @ 17:10: Interviewed by Ernest Pillay on the 

issue of human trafficking in South Africa and provided insights into the ‘Dispelling Myths 

about Human Trafficking and Modern-Day Slavery’ seminar hosted by UNISA’s College of 

Law in collaboration with Media Monitoring Africa (MMA) on 21 August 2018 at UNISA’s 

Senate Hall.  

Voice of the Cape radio interview, Pretoria, 2 August 2018 @ 07:40: Interviewed by Tasneem 

Adams on the issue of human trafficking in South Africa and the 31 July 2018 UNODC 

workshop held in Cape Town. 

CliffCentral radio interview, Rivonia, 31 July 2018 @ 12:00: Interviewed by Garry Hertzberg 

on the topic: ‘Human trafficking: An organized crime’. 

SAfm radio interview, Pretoria, 22 June 2018 @ 17:05: Interviewed by Ernest Pillay on the 

recent reports of a Visa scam where 51 South African teachers found themselves trapped in 

China without legitimate documentation. 

SABC News Radio pre-recorded interview, Pretoria, 22 June 2018 @ 13:00: Interviewed by 

Tshimologo Maputla about the issue of missing persons and the link with human trafficking. 

SAfm radio interview, Pretoria, 14 May 2018 @ 15:20: Interviewed by Ernest Pillay on the 

issue of human trafficking and the recent case of a trafficked victim rescued in Brooklyn, Cape 

Town.  

Talk Radio 702 live interview, 11 January 2018 @ 07:45 Interviewed by Ray White for 

comment on reports regarding public violence, drug dealing, human trafficking and xenophobia 

in Rustenburg. 

Kingfisher FM radio interview, Pretoria, 10 October 2017 @ 19:30: Interviewed by Tasco 

Festile on the issue of Human Trafficking, the Blesser phenomenon and the A21 Walk for 

Freedom in Port Elizabeth.  

Metro FM radio interview, Pretoria, 31 July 2017 @ 16:15: Interviewed by Mo Flava and 

Masechaba on the issue of Human Trafficking and the case of Princess Mahlangu who was 

allegedly trafficked to Malaysia.  

Talk Radio 702 pre-recorded radio interview, Pretoria, 31 July 2017 @ 13:25: Interviewed by 

Mia Lindeque on the issue of Human Trafficking and the case of Princess Mahlangu who was 

allegedly trafficked to Malaysia.  
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Naidu-Hoffmeester, R. 2014. Unisa academics are keen to affect the policing sector. University 

of South Africa e-news, 18 February. 

Stafford, M. 2013. Project FIGHT: Freeing Individuals Gripped by Human Trafficking. The 

Salvation Army, February. 

Wilson, G. 2013. Two held in Bay forced sex swoop: Special human trafficking unit formed. 

The Herald, 3 April: 2. 

Keppler, V. 2012. Kan sy help? Valke ondersoek slagoffer se bewering. Sondag, 15 April: 14. 

Manyahti, N. 2011. SA among top 12 human trafficking routes. Derebus, September. 

Hamman, M. 2011. A tangled web: Human trafficking, child protection, and the media. Media 

Monitoring Africa. 

Verdagtes in mensehandel-saak borg geweier. 2011. Port Elizabeth Express, Wednesday, 

January 26: 3. 

Roberts, R. 2011. Nigeriers se borgaansoek in mensehandelsaak verwerp. Die Burger, 22 

January: 4. 

Mphande, H. 2010. ‘Nigerian violent when confronted over rape’. The Herald, October 15: 6. 

Roberts, R. 2010. Eienaar van ‘seksnes’ onbewus van mensehandel. Die Burger, October 2.  

Roberts, R. 2010. Tentakels van vermeende mensehandelaar strek tot in Nigerië. Die Burger, 

October 1: 6. 

Venter, C. 2010. Mensehandel: Polisie glo ook skuldig. Die Burger, September 30: 1-2. 

Venter, C. 2010. Hof hoor man koop weeldevoertuig met geld uit prostitusie. Die Burger, 

September 29: 1. 

Wilson, G. 2010. Police caution over e-mails reporting human trafficking. The Herald, May 

27: 8. 
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Current Affairs. 2009. South Africa Synod Bulletin. United Congregational Church of 

Southern Africa, November: 5-6. 

Roberts, R. 2009. Mensehandel ‘moeilike euwel om te bekamp’. Die Burger, August 13: 4. 

De Kock, R. 2009. Bay human trafficking hotspot – despite report. The Herald, February 27: 

1-2. 

Matyu, J. 2009. Police need to be given leave to take harder line with criminals. The Herald, 

February 4: 6. 

Wilson, G. 2008. SA sex slavery ‘kingpin’ bust in Bay breakthrough. The Herald, 16 

December: 1. 

Van den Berg, S. 2008. Vyf van Baai verkoop glo jong meisies as seksslawe. Die Burger, 

September 5: 2. 

Hayward, Y. 2008. Bay cop cracks human trafficking syndicate. The Herald, September 5: 1. 

SELECTED COURSES 

POLICING, CRIMINAL AND FORENSIC INVESTIGATION 

 SAPS Psychologically Motivated Crimes (3 weeks) 

 SAPS Detective Learning Programme (15 weeks) 

 SAPS Basic Hostage and Suicide Negotiation (3 weeks) 

 SAPS Family Violence, Child Protection and Sexual Offences (FCS) Investigators 

Course (3 weeks) 

 SAPS Introduction to the investigation of crime (2 weeks) 

 Introducing the child witness (1 week) 

 SAPS Tactical Policing Course (1 Month) 

 SAPS Basic Training Programme (6 Months) 

RESEARCH AND EDUCATION 

 SANPAD (South Africa-Netherlands Research Programme on Alternatives in 

Development) Pre-Doctoral program in Social Science research methodologies from 

September 2012 to September 2013 (Programme completed with an overall ‘Excellent’ 

rating for the research proposal and live defense). 

 Conduct Moderation of Outcome-Based Assessments USID 115759 

 Conduct Outcome-Based Assessments USID 115753 

 Facilitate Learning Using a Variety of Methodologies USID 117871 
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SELECTED TRAININGS, PRESENTATIONS, KEYNOTES & GUEST LECTURES 

UNODC Regional Training on Trafficking in Persons and Smuggling of Migrants Regional 

Training, Dhulikhel, Kathmandu, Nepal, 18-20 December 2019: Invited to be part of a training team 

who engaged with investigators and prosecutors from Sri-Lanka, the Maldives, and Nepal. 

Hunter College (CUNY), New York, October 28, 2019 @ 17:35: Invited by Dorchen Leidholdt to 

do a guest lecture on the program ‘Human Trafficking and the Law’. Presentation entitled ‘The 

South African Sex Trade’.  

John Jay College of Criminal Justice, New York, 24 October 2019 @ 10:50: Invited by Vanessa 

Gutierrez to do a guest lecture on the issue of ‘Human Trafficking from an International 

Perspective’ for the study program ‘International Crime and Justice’. 

Keynote address at the 6th Annual Stop Human Trafficking 5km/10km Awareness Walk/Run, 

Blue Lagoon, Durban, 5 October 2019: Addressed runners and visitors on the issue of human 

trafficking in South Africa. 

The Presidency 2019 Women’s Forum Annual Gathering, Pretoria, 19 August 2019 @ 11:00: 

Invited to address women in The Presidency on the issue of human trafficking in South Africa. 

Transactional Sex and Trafficking in Persons Roundtable, The Swedish Embassy, Pretoria, 7 

August 2019 @ 08:30: Invited to present and form part of a panel discussing the Equality Model 

on prostitution, and the issue of human trafficking in South Africa. 

Nelson Mandela University (NMU) and Amnesty International ‘World Day Against Trafficking 

in Persons’ event, Port Elizabeth, NMU, 2 August 2019 @ 17:00: Invited to make a presentation 

and form part of a panel consisting of Hazel Friedman (Author and Presenter of Special 

Assignment), Nontando Pendu (Victim of Trafficking) and Nolubabalu Nobanda (Detainee in 

Thailand) on the issue of human trafficking and drugs.  

Chancellors address, UNISA Graduation Ceremony, Durban, May 31, 2019: Addressed new 

graduates on the title ‘Humpty Dumpty and a Healthy Dose of Skepticism’. 

UNISA and Ladies Arise Social Dialogue on ‘Human Trafficking as a Human Rights Violation’, 

10 December 2018 @ 09:30: Presented on ‘Human Trafficking in South Africa: The Scope of the 

Problem’. 

The Conference of Western Attorneys General (CWAG), Department of Justice (DOJ), and 

The Human Rights Commission (HRC) One Day Symposium on TIP, The Capital Park Hotel, 

Sandton, 5 November 2018: Represented civil society on the panel ‘Roles and responsibilities of 

stakeholders’.  
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The Conference of Western Attorneys General (CWAG), Department of Justice (DOJ), and 

The Human Rights Commission (HRC) One Day Symposium on TIP, The Capital Park Hotel, 

Sandton, 5 November 2018: Facilitated and moderated a panel on ‘The detection, investigation and 

prosecution of Trafficking in Persons cases’.  

Institute for Security Studies (ISS) and UNISA collaborative seminar entitled: ‘Are human 

trafficking and kidnapping linked in South Africa? Brooklyn, Pretoria, 26 October, 2018: Invited 

to present on ‘Human Trafficking in South Africa: Reflections from lived experiences and 

research’. 

Hope Risen fundraising evening, Johannesburg, 29 September 2018 @ 19:00: Invited by Hope 

Risen as a keynote guest to do a talk about human trafficking, violence against women and children 

in South Africa, and the response by Hope Risen.   

NADEL human trafficking workshop, Durban, 29 September 2018 @ 09:30: Presented on 

‘Investigating human trafficking: Insights for the Legal Profession’ to lawyers and the criminal 

justice community.  

UNISA and Media Monitoring Africa (MMA) Collaborative Seminar on Dispelling Myths 

around Human Trafficking and Modern-Day Slavery in South Africa, Pretoria, 21 August 2018: 

Presented on (De)Sensationalising the Scope, Nature and Extent of Human Trafficking in South 

Africa. 

Teddy Bear Clinic fundraising evening, 14 July 2018 @ 19:00, Michael Angelo Hotel, Sandton: 

Invited by Professor Tanya Robinson as honorary guest to do a talk about human trafficking and 

violence against children in South Africa.   

University of the Witwatersrand (WITS) Reporting on Children in the Media course in 

collaboration with Media Monitoring Africa (MMA), Johannesburg, WITS, 10 July 2018 @ 09:00: 

Invited by MMA to present a lecture on the issue of child trafficking, ethical reporting, and the role 

of the media as part of the WITS Journalism Accredited Semester Course.   

UNODC and SADC data collection workshop, Pretoria, 21-23 May 2018: Represented South 

African civil society and NGOs by presenting on ‘The type- and consolidation of TIP data by 

NGOs’.  

Kwazulu-Natal Human Trafficking, Prostitution, Pornography and Brothels Task Team (HTPPB) 

workshop, Durban, South Africa, 16 April 2018 @ 14:00: Invited to present on ‘Juju’, control 

methods and human trafficking. 
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AGS Church and Hawks (DPCI) awareness raising session on human trafficking, Randjiesfontein, 

Gauteng, 13 April 2018 @ 18:00: Invited to present on ‘Human Trafficking in South Africa: A 

multifocal synopsis’.  

Global Migration Film Festival with the theme: "Migration, the winding path between hope and 

despair", Brooklyn Mall, 12 December 2017 @ 16:00: Formed part of a panel discussion on issues 

relating to irregular migration and xenophobia. Moderated by Hlubi Mboya, UN Goodwill 

Ambassador. 

NADEL human trafficking workshop, Queenstown, 28 October 2017 @ 12:30: Presented on 

‘Investigating human trafficking: Insights for the Legal Profession’ to lawyers and the criminal 

justice community. 

NADEL human trafficking workshop, Garden Court, Umhlanga, 27 October 2017 @ 12:30: 

Presented on ‘Investigating human trafficking: Insights for the Legal Profession’ to lawyers and the 

criminal justice community.  

University of the Free State (UFS), Centre for Human Rights, Bloemfontein, 17 October 2017 

@ 12:00: Conducted a public lecture with Prof Beatri Kruger on the issue of ‘Juju’ and Human 

Trafficking in South Africa. 

NADEL human trafficking workshop, Kopano Nokeng, Bloemfontein, 16 October 2017 @ 12:30: 

Presented on ‘Juju and human trafficking: Towards a demystified perspective and response’ to 

lawyers and the criminal justice community.  

NADEL human trafficking workshop, Kopano Nokeng, Bloemfontein, 16 October 2017 @ 12:30: 

Presented on ‘Investigating human trafficking: Insights for the Legal Profession’ to lawyers and the 

criminal justice community.  

United Nations Office against Drugs and Crime (UNODC) training workshop for the KZN 

Human Trafficking Task Team (HPPBB), Durban, 24 July 2017 @ 12:30: Invited by the UNODC 

to present on Indicators of human trafficking. 

Teddy Bear Clinic fundraising evening, Fairlawns Boutique Hotel, Sandton, 22 July 2017 @ 

19:00: Invited by Professor Tanya Robinson as an honorary guest to do a talk about human 

trafficking and violence against children in South Africa. 

University of the Witwatersrand (WITS) Reporting on Children in the Media course in 

collaboration with Media Monitoring Africa (MMA), Johannesburg, WITS, 28 June 2017 @ 09:00: 

Invited by MMA to present a lecture on the issue of child trafficking, ethical reporting and the role 

of the media as part of the WITS Journalism Accredited Semester Course.  
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Douglasdale South African Police Services (SAPS), Douglasdale, Johannesburg, 18 May 2017 

@ 19:00: Invited by a Democratic Alliance councilor to a meeting between SAPS and the 

community on the management of brothels and human trafficking cases.   

NADEL human trafficking workshop, Burgers Park, Pretoria, 7 April 2017 @ 12:30: Presented on 

‘Investigating human trafficking: ‘Voices from the field’ and realities from an ongoing study’ to 

lawyers and delegates from the legal profession. 

NADEL human trafficking workshop, Bowman’s attorneys, Cape Town, 27 February 2017 @ 

12:30: Presented on ‘Investigating human trafficking for sexual exploitation: Realities from an 

ongoing study’ to lawyers and delegates from the legal profession. 

NADEL human trafficking workshop, Weber Wentzel, Sandton, 1 December 2016 @ 13:00: 

Presented on ‘Human Trafficking in South Africa: A multifocal synopsis’ to lawyers and delegates 

from the legal profession. 

Equality Now meeting on ending sex trafficking and prostitution in Africa, Lagoon Beach Hotel, 

Cape Town, 31 October to 5 November 2016: Presented on 1 November 2016 @ 11:00 on 

‘Investigating human trafficking for sexual exploitation: An introduction to an ongoing Ph.D. 

study.’ 

Rotary International, Pretoria, 17 October 2016 @ 18:00: Presentation on “Human Trafficking in 

South Africa: A Brief Overview.” 

A21 Campaign and NFN collaboration on the Resource Line introduction, Cape Town, 24 June 

2016 @ 11:00: Presentation on Case Management in human trafficking cases. 

Pretoria Church of Christ, Men’s breakfast, Pretoria, 18 June 2016 @ 08:30. Addressed delegates 

on ‘A heart for Justice’. 

Law Society of South Africa (LSSA), Annual General Meeting, Emperor’s Palace, Johannesburg, 

2 April 2016 @ 11:30: Invited to address lawyers on ‘Human Trafficking: What can lawyers do?’. 

Tshwane Leadership Foundation panel discussion on human trafficking, Pretoria, 2 October 

2015. 

The Catholic Parliamentary Liaison Office (CPLO) Roundtable Discussion on the Vulnerability 

of the Girl Child, Cape Town, 23 September 2015 @ 09:00: Invited by the CPLO to address 

delegates on Trafficking and the Girl Child in South Africa. 
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Johannesburg Child Protection Forum, Childline, Johannesburg, 18 September 2015 @ 10:00: 

Invited to address the forum of multidisciplinary professionals on the issue of child trafficking and 

victim identification. 

National Freedom Network ‘Train the Trainer’ workshop: ‘Human Trafficking Awareness 

Programme for the South African Police Service, Johannesburg, 10 September 2015 @ 11:00: 

Presented on Victim Identification and Red Flags. 

James 127 Trust course on Diplomacy at the Innovation Hub, Pretoria on 31 July 2015 @ 09:00: 

Participated in an interview by Robert Botha on issues related to human trafficking, social justice, 

and spiritual transformation. 

Reporting on Children in the Media: WITS Journalism Accredited Semester Course, WITS 

University, Johannesburg, 16 July 2015 @ 09:00: Invited by Media Monitoring Africa to present 

a lecture on the issue of child trafficking, ethical reporting and the role of the media. 

James 127 Trust’s Journey to the Dream event held at the Hatfield Christian Church, 27 March 

2015 @ 19:00: Made a contribution to the topic ‘Empowering and equipping tomorrow’s leaders’. 

Public Dialogue on Law Enforcement of Counter Trafficking in Persons Under Liberalised Sex 

Work Conditions, University of South Africa, Pretoria, 10 October 2014 @ 10:00: Part of a panel 

which included representatives from the Department of Justice (DOJ), National Prosecuting 

Authority (NPA), Hawks (SAPS), National Rapporteur on Human Trafficking and Sexual Violence 

Against Children (Kingdom of Netherlands), SWEAT Gauteng, and the Embassy of the United 

States of America.  

Vineyard Christian Church, Port Elizabeth, 31 August 2014 @ 09:00: Invited to address members 

of the congregation on issues related to social justice and human trafficking. 

Hatfield Christian School, Pretoria, 30 July 2014 @ 07:30: Invited by Ms. Gail Botha to address 

learners on human trafficking and social justice during the Wednesday Chapel Service. 

Reporting on Children in the Media: WITS Journalism Accredited Semester Course, WITS 

University, Johannesburg, 18 July 2014 @ 09:00: Invited by Media Monitoring Africa to present 

a lecture on the issue of child trafficking, ethical reporting and the role of the media. 

UNISA Project Tshireletso seminar on human trafficking and psychologically motivated crimes, 

Pretoria, 28 May 2014 @ 10:00: Introduced Project Tshireletso as community engagement initiative 

during the abovementioned seminar. 
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Hatfield Christian School, Pretoria, 14 May 2014 @ 12:00: Invited by Ms. Gail Botha to address 

learners on modern-day slavery and social justice. 

SAPS Psychologically Motivated Crimes ‘Ouman’ course, Pretoria, 25 March 2014 @ 08:30: 

Invited by Brigadier (Professor) Gerard Labuschagne to address investigators on ‘the use of docket 

analysis in the identification of serial rape’ as well as ‘paraphilia and organized crime’. 

CRIMSA Annual General Meeting, Brooklyn campus, UNISA, Pretoria, 21 February 2014 @ 

10:30: Invited by Professor Anthony Minnaar to address CRIMSA members on ‘Towards the 

exposure of a hidden crime: A grassroots response to human trafficking’. 

Missing Children South Africa (MCSA) human trafficking awareness talk, Freedom Café, 

Greyville, Durban, 21 November 2013 @ 19:00: Invited by MCSA to address members of 

YPO/WPO on the issue of human trafficking. 

Freedom Exhibition, Freedom Park, Pretoria, 9 October 2013 @ 15:00: Addressed workshop 

delegates on ‘Red Flags and Indicators: Exposing the Subversive Nature of Human Trafficking’. 

Freedom Exhibition, Freedom Park, Pretoria, 6 October 2013 @ 16:00: Invited to address the 

Freedom Exhibition gala event delegates on the issue of human trafficking, the new legislation and 

personal experiences from the field. 

National Prosecuting Authority (NPA) training for prosecutors, 21 November 2012 @ 11:15, 

NPA Head Office, Silverton, Pretoria: Invited by the NPA to address senior prosecutors on 

Investigative Approaches in Combating Trafficking in Persons. 

BCOCC Oliver Tambo International Airport training of law enforcement officials (SAPS, 

Customs, Immigration and Home Affairs) on the identification and proactive investigation of 

human trafficking, 9 November 2012, OR Tambo International Airport, Johannesburg. 

BCOCC Oliver Tambo International Airport training of law enforcement officials (SAPS, 

Customs, Immigration, and Home Affairs) on the identification and proactive investigation of 

human trafficking, 30 October 2012, OR Tambo International Airport, Johannesburg. 

James127Trust panel discussion on “Human Trafficking with the focus on children at risk”, 

Hatfield Christian Church, Pretoria, 29 August 2012. Invited to form part of a multidisciplinary 

panel who engaged on the topic.  

Colloquium Investigo seminar organized by Forensics4Africa, 13 – 17 August 2012, Lynnwood, 

Pretoria: Invited to address delegates on “Docket Analysis: An Essential Tool in Stranger Rape 

Investigations”. Presented on 13 August 2012. 
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Gauteng Trafficking in Persons Task Team Training for the Northern Cape Youth Desk 

Coordination Team (Hawks and Visible Policing), 9-11 July 2012, Department of Justice Head 

Office, Pretoria: Presented ‘Case Conference: An Essential Tool in Human Trafficking Case 

Management’ on 11 July @ 11:30. 

Gauteng Trafficking in Persons Task Team Training for the Northern Cape Youth Desk 

Coordination Team (Hawks and Visible Policing), 9-11 July 2012, Department of Justice Head 

Office, Pretoria: Presented ‘Victim Identification’ on 9 July @ 13:30. 

Criminology seminar for Honours criminology students from Unisa and the University of 

Pretoria, 20 June 2012 held at Unisa, Pretoria: Invited by the Unisa Department of Criminology to 

address students on “Human Trafficking: Light and Darkness – Experiences from the Field”. 

Presentation of research findings to the Port Elizabeth Family Violence, Child Protection and 

Sexual Offences Unit (FCS). Six (6) stranger rape patterns indicative of serial rape were identified 

by means of a rape matrix amongst closed cases for the period between January 2007 and January 

2008. The presentation was conducted on 26 April 2012 at the FCS Unit in Port Elizabeth. 

Information session on the Prevention and Combating in Trafficking in Persons Bill, 28 February 

2012, Birchwood Hotel, Kempton Park: Invited by the Department of Justice and Constitutional 

Development to address delegates on “Case conferencing: An essential tool in Human Trafficking 

case management.” 

The Salvation Army Anti-Human Trafficking Training, 17 February 2012 @ 16:00, St Benedicts 

House, Rosettenville, Johannesburg. Invited to address delegates on possible responses from the 

Salvation Army to Human Trafficking. 

State Security Agency (NIA). Information session on Human Trafficking, 7 February 2012 @ 

09:00, SSA offices, Pretoria. Part of a team of five delegates representing the Gauteng Human 

Trafficking Task Team to obtain support from SSA in the activities of the task team. 

Gauteng Rapid Response Human Trafficking Task Team Training Workshop, 26 October 2011, 

Hartebeespoortdam. Conducted a training session on “Case conferencing: An essential tool in 

Human Trafficking case management.” 

Gauteng Rapid Response Human Trafficking Task Team Training Workshop, 25 October 2011, 

Hartebeespoortdam. Conducted a training session on “Victim identification.” 

Films and Publications Board workshop held at the Gordon Institute of Business Science, Illovo, 

Johannesburg on 2 September 2011 @ 12:00. Invited to address classification specialists on 

“Violence Against Women and Children: Case Studies in South Africa”. 



Academic Curriculum Vitae                    Marcel van der Watt 

42 

 

Unisa College of Law Young Researcher’s Seminar, Pretoria, 17 August 2011 @ 10:00: Invited 

to address young researchers on the topic “Child Trafficking in South Africa: The Reality”. 

Lexis Nexis Corporate and Social Responsibility Event, Deneys Reitz Attorneys Offices, Sandton, 

Johannesburg on 27 July 2011 @ 18:00: Invited to partake in a panel discussion with Advocate 

Thoko Majokweni, Advocate (Dr.) Beatri Kruger, Thora Mansfield and Billy Last (CEO 

LexisNexis) to discuss ‘The REDLIGHT documentary’, the rule of law and human trafficking. 

Gauteng Department of Education (Inclusion and Special Schools Unit), 27 and 28 June 2011. 

Seminar held at Unisa, Pretoria: Invited to address delegates on “Dangers of Social Networking: 

Practical Case Studies”. 

Kwanobuhle Outreach Centre for Victims of Human Trafficking, 28 October 2010 @ 10:00: 

Invited to address social workers on Human Trafficking, Drugs and Prostitution. 

Despatch Evangelism Centre, 10 October 2010 @ 19:00: Invited to address members of the 

congregation on Human Trafficking, Drugs and Prostitution. 

New Law Courts, Port Elizabeth, 25 May 2010 @ 09:00: Requested by the Department of Justice 

and Constitutional Development to be part of a multidisciplinary training workshop and to 

conduct a presentation on ‘Human Trafficking: The Role of the SAPS’. 

University of Pretoria: ‘Forced migration and trafficking course’ presented by the Faculty of Law 

(Centre for Human Rights), 19-23 April 2010: Invited by IOM and the Centre for Human Rights to 

present a lecture on ‘Effective investigation and victim support in human trafficking cases’ as part 

of a Good Governance Programme on 21 April 2010. 

Hunters Craig Hospital, Port Elizabeth, 16 April 2010 @ 08:00: Invited to address staff at the 

hospital on the issue of drugs, prostitution, and human trafficking. 

Bet Sheekoom Shelter AGM, Port Elizabeth, 25 March 2010 @ 18:00: Invited to address 

stakeholders on the topic of drugs, prostitution, and human trafficking. 

Tokyo Sexwale Sports Stadium, Jeffreys Bay, 22 March 2010 @ 13:00: Invited by On Eagles 

Wings NGO as a guest speaker to discuss the issue of human trafficking during Human Rights Day 

celebrations. 

Collegiate Girls Primary School, Port Elizabeth, 22 February 2010 @ 09:45: Interactive and basic 

discussion with scholars on the topic of Human Trafficking and personal safety. 

Word of Faith Christian Centre, Port Elizabeth, 7 February 2010 @ 19:00: Invited to address 

members of the congregation on “Human Trafficking: The Reality” 
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Commission for Gender Equality community discourse session, Uitenhage, 25 November 2009 

@ 10:00: Invited to address the commissioner and members of the community on issues relating to 

human trafficking and gender-based violence. 

St. Kivito’s Seminary, Port Elizabeth, 23 October 2009: Addressed student priests on the issue of 

human trafficking and their possible roles in addressing the issue. 

Nelson Mandela Bay Crime Summit, Port Elizabeth, 12&13 August 2009: Addressed delegates 

on the issue of Human Trafficking and establishing a multidisciplinary response to the problem. 

United Congregational Churches of South Africa (Algoa Bay Region): Woman’s Day 

celebrations, Port Elizabeth, 8 August 2009: Address woman on the issue of Human Trafficking, 

prostitution, and other burning societal issues. 

Eastern Cape Provincial Forum Meeting: Towards a multi-disciplinary approach in addressing 

Human Trafficking, Bhisho, 29&30 July 2009: Addressed stakeholders on the practical 

implications of Human Trafficking investigations. 

Childline AGM, Port Elizabeth, 28 July 2009: Invited to address stakeholders as a guest speaker 

on the issue of Child Trafficking in Port Elizabeth. 

Eastern Cape Provincial Justice, Crime Prevention and Security Cluster Meeting, Port 

Elizabeth, 23 July 2009: Invited by the H.O.D: Department of Safety and Liaison to address 

stakeholders on the issue of Human Trafficking, the discussion of case studies and responses to the 

problem. 

CMR, Port Elizabeth, 26 June 2009: Invited to address social workers on the issue of Human 

Trafficking, the identification thereof and victim assistance. 

Department of Social Development, Humansdorp, 9 June 2009: Invited to address a 

multidisciplinary group of professionals as the main speaker during a workshop on “Child and 

Woman Trafficking”. The aim of the workshop was to create synergy amongst stakeholders to 

effectively identify and address Human Trafficking in their community. 

Dora Nginza Hospital, Port Elizabeth, 29 May 2009: Invited by the Chief Social Worker to address 

patients and their parents on the issue of child pornography and child trafficking. A petition was 

also received on behalf of the Minister of Police from children who urge the SAPS to act against 

child abuse. 

Child Protection Week Seminar: Port Elizabeth, 27 May 2009. Invited by the Department of Social 

Development to address delegates on “Child Trafficking: The Role of the SAPS”. 
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Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University (NMMU), 19 March 2009: Invited to address primary 

school leadership group on the topic of human trafficking and hints on crime prevention. 

ACVV Port Elizabeth, 27 February 2009: Invited to address social workers on the topic of drugs, 

prostitution, and human trafficking. 

Rotary International P.E, Port Elizabeth, 19 February 2009: Invited to address Rotarians on the 

issue of drugs, prostitution, and human trafficking. 

Methodist Church of Southern Africa, Newton Park Society, Port Elizabeth, 14 February 2009: 

Invited to address men on the issue of crime and their role in a crime-ridden society. 

Bet Sheekoom Shelter AGM, Port Elizabeth, 12 February 2009: Invited to address stakeholders 

on the topic of drugs, prostitution, and human trafficking. 

Port Elizabeth Childline, 10 February 2009: Invited to address social workers on the topic of child 

abuse and human trafficking in Port Elizabeth. 

John Masiza Primary School, Walmer Township, Port Elizabeth 23 November 2008: Invited to 

speak to scholars on the issue of crime awareness and child abuse. 

Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University (NMMU), 22 October 2008: Invited to address 2nd and 

3rd-year Psychology students on the topic of human trafficking in Port Elizabeth. 

SAPS Detective Learning Programme, Port Elizabeth, 11 August 2008: Presented a module on 

‘Giving of Evidence’ to detective learners. 

SAPS Detective Learning Programme, Port Elizabeth, 2008-01-14 to 2008-04-25: Presented 

modules on the ‘Criminal Procedure Act’ and ‘Management of Exhibits’ to detective learners. 

OTHER ACADEMIC CONTRIBUTIONS 

Peer review for De Jure 

Peer review for Child Abuse Research: A South African Journal 

Peer review for Acta Criminologica 

Peer review for South African Review of Sociology: Journal of the South African Sociological 

Association 

Peer review Journal of Human Trafficking 

Peer review for Alternation 
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Member of numerous academic committees which include the Young Researcher’s Committee and 

the Open Distance Learning (ODL) committee. 

SKILLS 

Criminal Investigation | Criminal Intelligence Gathering | Policing | Crisis Negotiation| 

Communication | Active Listening |Teaching | Research | Technical & Academic Writing | 

Public Speaking | Project Management | Event Planning | Diplomacy | Advocacy |Teamwork | 

Marketing | Cultural Sensitivity | Critical Reflexivity  

 

REFERENCES 

Professor John Winterdyk, Mount Royal University, jwinterdyk@mtroyal.ca, +1 403-440-6992 

Professor Beatri Kruger, University of the Free State, KrugerH@ufs.ac.za, +27732436138 

Dr. Neil Trollip, Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), ntrollip@csir.co.za, 

+27826570507 

Mr. Bevan Stanley, Private Security Industry Regulatory Authority (PSIRA), 

Bevan.STANLEY@psira.co.za, +27609984300 

Mr. James Brown, Global Resource Epicenter Against human Trafficking (GREAT), 

james.brown@great.ngo, +19059994883 

Dr Amanda van der Westhuizen, University of Pretoria, clubduvet@gmail.com, +27843015269 
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